
Gaudi’s Towers   

 Plaster Relief Sculpture 

Grade 4th -6
th

   

Time- 2 class periods 

Lesson Objective- To develop and promote an awareness of the Elements of Design: shape, space, texture 
and color through casting and painting a low- relief sculpture.   Students will demonstrate their 
knowledge of the Elements of Design and create an original visual low-relief sculpture of their impression 
of the towers of the La Familia Sagrada.  

Preparation  

Collect foam plates, aluminum or plastic trays, shallow food storage boxes or other moisture-proof 
containers to support the moldmaking and casting process.  

— Flatten the modeling clay with your hand or a rolling pin into a shape about the size 
of the container. Press it into the bottom of the container and flatten it with your 
fingers.  

— Create texture drawings in the clay.  Use modeling tools, toothpicks or other 
instruments to create impression in clay. OR you can use dampened sand!   

*NOTE: keep in mind that the cast will be a reverse of the texture created in the clay. What is depressed will be raised in 
the finished piece. Thin lines (smaller than 1/16") should be avoided, as they may be too delicate to cast well.  

Mix plaster or Carve and Cast according to directions.  

— Pour plaster over the clay surface and distribute evenly 
— Once bubbles stop, set aside to dry for 24 hours. Placing in a sunny location or in front of a 

fan will speed drying. Carefully remove from the plate or tray and place flat side down on 
table. Pull the clay away gently and clean lines if necessary with a toothpick.  

— If pieces pull away that shouldn't, press back in place. A little white glue may be necessary if 
the cast is too dry.  

Paint with watercolors. If the paint will not stick, allow it to dry and try applying a second or third coat. 
Perfectly smooth coverage is not necessary, as colors will bleed into the casting mixture when it is 
applied.  

— Once the casting is completely hardened, rough edges can be smoothed down with 
sandpaper.  

— Finished pieces are lightweight and rigid but may be sealed for extra protection and 
durability with a Clear Finish spray.  

National Standards  

Content Standard #1 Understanding and applying media, techniques and processes.  

K-4 Students use art materials and tools in a safe and responsible manner.  



5-8 Students intentionally take advantage of the qualities and characteristics of art media, techniques and 
processes to enhance communication of their experiences and ideas.  

9-12 Students apply media, techniques and processes with sufficient skill, confidence and sensitivity that 
their intentions are carried out in their artworks.  

Content Standard #2 Using knowledge of structures and functions.  

K-4 Students use visual structures and functions of art to communicate ideas.  

5-8 Students employ organizational structures and analyze what makes them effective or not effective in 
the communication of ideas.  

9-12 Students create artworks that use organizational principles and functions to solve specific visual arts 
problems.  

  

*Materials  
Oil-Based modeling clay/sand 
Plastic trays  or moisture proof containers 
Mixing bowls 
Modeling tools (toothpicks, chopsticks, skewers.etc…) 
Plaster or Carve and Cast  
Watercolors 
Finishing Spray or Clear Spray Paint 


