
Notes from a Former Fund For Teachers Fellow:  M. Clinton Merritt

Fellowship Dates:  June 16-30, 2013

Locations:  Chicago, IL & Lincoln, NE
Purpose #1:  To study at the famous Second City Training Center in Chicago, IL, for one week in order to learn comedy-sketch writing & improvisational theatre from some of the nation's leading authorities on these forms of theatre.

Purpose #2:  To attend the International Thespian Festival (ITF) in Lincoln, NE, in order to network with other theatre teachers across the U.S., attend workshops & see productions for an entire week.

Purpose #3:  To attend a variety of professional theatre performances in Chicago & see some of the best high school theatre productions in the country at the ITF in order to broaden my range of exposure to theatre, which would enable me to improve as a director and a connoisseur of theatre in general. 

Purpose #4:  To become a better student of theatre during the fellowship & thus grow as a more effective and motivated educator.

Purpose #5:  To return to the classroom with the same type of wonder, curiosity & excitement that is usually exhibited by children under the age of 6.
mclintonmerritt.blogspot.com
Best Advice from a former fellow:

1.  GET IT ALL DOWN WHILE IT IS HAPPENING!!!! (Record, write, type, videotape, whatever you have access to, just get it down.)

2.  Create a BLOG!!!  Even if you have never ventured into the world of BLOGGING before and never plan to do it after your fellowship, do it while you are traveling.  Make sure you do a blog entry every day, multiple entries if your schedule permits.

3.  Take LOTS of pictures, upload them to your blog or the many FFT social media sites.

4.  Exchange your email or contact info with people you meet.  Keep in touch with them and continue learning from them after your fellowship.

5.  GET LOTS OF REST BEFORE YOUR TRIP!!!

6.  Keep yourself organized throughout.  Create a system for collecting your receipts.  Enter your receipts onto the FFT site (or on a simple document if you don’t have WIFI) every single night and it will be easier for you when your fellowship is over.  Keep your receipts in a super safe place and in chronological order.

7.  Do your post fellowship reports within a few days of your return.  It will be easier to remember everything that has happened to you and you will have it done.

8.  After you have given yourself some time to let all of your fellowship learning sink in & a few days (or maybe even a week or two) to relax, return to Advice #1 and start organizing your notes into coherent lesson plans and start getting ready for the classroom.

9.  Keep your eyes peeled for new opportunities, when you see another grant opportunity, APPLY, APPLY, APPLY!!!  You might just get lucky again!

10.  Share your story with others in your district and encourage them to apply for FFT next year.  Send out an email to ALL TEACHERS in your district when you return to school in July/August.  Let them know you received an FFT grant last summer and offer your help if anyone would like it while they are writing their application.  Help FFT in any way you can from here on out.  Remember that you can apply for another FFT grant in a few years and the selection process is blind.  Once a fellow, always a fellow.
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